Abstract. The vegetation of the so-called walnut-fruit forests of Southern Kyrgyzstan has been analyzed using the Braun-Blanquet approach. Field work was carried out in two exemplary study areas in the forest area Kugart-Arslanbob. The spatial distribution of vegetation types, land-use and soil conditions in the area is delineated. Three plant com munities are described with regard to their floristic composition, structure and ecology. The influence of grazing stock on the communities is discussed. The syntaxonomic rela tionship of walnut-fruit forests to the class Querco-Fagetea is shown to be relatively low.
Introduction
An interesting feature of Central Asia's woody flora is the occurrence of a great number of wild relatives of commonly cultivated fruit and nut species. WALTER & BRECKLE (1986) even refer to the Central Asian mountain sy stems as the center of origin of most Middle European fruit-trees. This natural wealth is particularly conspicuous in the forest type known as wal nut-fruit forests, the main distribution area of which lies in southern Kyr gyzstan. In spite of their restricted range, walnut-fruit forests have long since received attention in Russian and Central Asian geobotanical research (d. GAN 1992) . However, few results have so far been translated into We stern European languages.
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